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Dear Fellow SSOMS Members:

On behalf of the membership of the 
Southeastern Society of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons, I invite you to 
attend our 71st annual meeting which 
will be held April 22-26, 2020 at Casa 
Marina, Key West, FL.

The Conch Republic, as locals refer 
to Key West, offers an eccentric and 
laid-back departure from reality.  World-

class restaurants combined with local Cuban coffee shops, 
legendary bars and an energetic nightlife await.  From the 
colorful, salty locals to the Key West chickens running around 
everywhere,  this quirky island is the perfect destination for 
a laid-back SSOMS experience. Key West is just as much a 
state of mind as a destination.

Immerse yourself in a fantastic getaway on the only private 
beach in Key West, FL. Established in the 1920s and a 
hotel icon ever since, Casa Marina, a Waldorf Astoria 
Resort combines modern luxury and historic beauty. Enjoy 
a boutique resort feel with spectacular amenities, including 
oceanfront accommodations, two tropical pools, and 
thrilling water sports. Here, you’ll find memorable days and 
mesmerizing sunsets.  

We’re welcoming our distinguished scientific panel: Drs. Eric 
Carlson from the University of Tennessee Medical Center and 
and David Powers from Duke University School of Medicine 
and their sessions on progressive bone destruction and 
reconstructive surgery. 

We’ll enjoy all the tours and offerings of Key West including 
sunset cruises and beach parties. Leave your tuxedos at home 
this year, bring your flip-flops and sunscreen and join us!

Sincerely yours,

Bob Pfeffle, DMD

President 
Southeastern Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons

Robert Pfeffle, DMD



Wednesday, April 22

1:00 - 5:00pm		  Registration

3:00 - 5:00pm		  First Board Meeting

3:00 - 5:00pm		  Examination Candidates Meeting

6:30 - 8:00pm		  Opening Reception for all  
				    on the beach

				    Dinner on your own

Thursday, April 23

7:00 - 12:00pm		  Registration

7:00 - 8:00am		  Exhibits & Full Breakfast

8:00 - 10:00am	 	 “Medication Related Osteonecrosis 	
				    of the Jaws – Update 2020” 
				    Eric Carlson, DMD, MD 
				    Knoxville, TN

9:00 - 10:00am		  Spouse’s Breakfast 
				    Trolley to Lilly Pulitzer

10:00 - 10:30am		 Break & Exhibits

10:30 - 12:00pm		 First Business Session

12:00pm		  Lunch on your own

1:00 & 1:30pm		  Departures for Golf

2:00pm			  Golf Tournament Tee Off

6:30 - 7:30pm		  Happy hour and rum tasting for all

				    Dinner on your own

Friday, April 24

7:00 - 12:00pm		  Registration

7:00 - 8:00am		  Exhibits & Full Breakfast

8:00 - 9:00am		  Yoga on the Beach 
				    Registration Required

8:00 - 10:00am	 	 “Odontogenic Cysts and Tumors – 	
				    Contemporary Surgical Management 
				    Eric Carlson, DMD, MD 
				    Knoxville, TN

10:00 - 10:30am		  Break & Exhibits

10:30 - 12:00pm		 “Patient Specific Implants  
				    in Reconstructive Surgery” 
				    David Powers, DMD, MD 
				    Durham, NC

12:00pm		  Lunch on your own

5:45 & 6:00pm		  Trolleys and Trains Depart for 
				    Sunset Cruise

6:30 - 8:30pm		  Sunset Cruise 
				    Registration Required

				    Dinner on your own

Saturday, April 25

7:00 - 12:00pm		  Registration

7:00 - 8:00am		  Exhibits & Full Breakfast

7:00 - 8:00am		  Past Presidents’ Breakfast

7:00 - 8:00am		  Second Board Meeting

8:00 - 9:00am		  Yoga on the Beach 
				    Registration Required

8:00 - 10:00am		  “Ballistic Injury & 
				    Penetrating Neck Trauma” 
				    David Powers, DMD, MD 
				    Durham, NC

10:00 - 10:30am		 Break & Exhibits

10:30 - 12:00pm		 Second Business Session

12:00pm		  Lunch on your own

6:00 - 7:00pm		  President’s Reception on the Beach

7:00 - 10:00pm		  President’s Dinner

8:30 - 9:00pm		  Awards 
				    Lifetime Achievement Award: 
				    Warren Arrasmith, DMD

9:00 - 10:30pm		  Entertainment

Sunday, April 26

Departures

2020 SSOMS SCHEDULE



Eric Carlson, DMD, MD, FACS
Professor and Chair 
Residency Program Chair
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
University of Tennessee Graduate School of Medicine
Knoxville, TN
Dr. Carlson’s clinical focus is benign and malignant tumors of the oral cavity, head, and neck, salivary gland 
surgery, and reconstructive Surgery. His research focus includes translational research initiatives focus on 
the identification of human papillomavirus (HPV) in oral and oropharyngeal cancer and the preoperative stag-

ing of head and neck cancer with positron emission tomography/computed tomography (PET/CT) and a variety of tracers. The 
ability to detect a specific carcinogen and proper staging of these cancers is of important prognostic value.

Additionally, Dr. Carlson has been engaged in elucidating the relationship between adult learning theory and professional 
development of faculty, a relatively new concept in academic medical centers. To this end, his work centers on technical and 
adaptive challenges in the development of faculty. At the core of adaptive challenges is the recognition that mindsets form the 
basis for faculty development and higher orders of consciousness are realized when growth mindsets are assumed by faculty 
members. Retention of productive faculty and effective teaching of residents are the end results.

Dr. Carlson obtained his DMD from University of Pennsylvania, 1985; attended medical school at the University of Miami, 2000; 
and concluded his residency in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at Allegheny General Hospital, Pittsburgh, PA, 1989 and general 
surgery at the University of Tennessee Graduate School of Medicine, 2003.  His fellowship included tumor and reconstructive 
surgery, Jackson Memorial Hospital/University of Miami School of Medicine, Miami, FL, 1990.

David Powers, DMD, MD
Director, Craniomaxillofacial Trauma and Reconstructive Surgery Fellowship
Associate Professor of Surgery
Duke University School of Medicine
Durham, NC
Dr. Powers currently serves as an Associate Professor of Surgery, and Director of the Craniomaxillofacial 
Trauma Program, at Duke University Medical Center.  Additionally, he is the Fellowship Director for the Cranio-
maxillofacial Trauma and Reconstructive Surgery fellowship within the Department of Surgery. His surgical 
experience in facial trauma was attained during a military career highlighted by the acute management of 

ballistic and other injuries of warfare, as well as performing secondary and tertiary facial reconstructive surgery during various 
staff assignments at Wilford Hall USAF Medical Center, the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center – Bethesda and the R 
Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center in Baltimore, Maryland.  He lectures and has published extensively on the management 
of ballistic and high-energy transfer injuries to the craniomaxillofacial skeleton, comprehensive reconstruction techniques for 
facial trauma, and the use of computer-aided surgical planning and patient-specific implants for anatomic rehabilitation after 
catastrophic craniomaxillofacial injuries.

Patient Specific Implants in Reconstructive Surgery; 
Ballistic Injury & Penetrating Neck Trauma 

Medication Related Osteonecrosis of the Jaws: Update 2020 
Odontogenic Cysts and Tumors – Contemporary Surgical Management 

The scientific sessions have been approved for 7.5 CE credit hours.

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM



The scientific sessions have been approved for 7.5 CE credit hours.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Warren Arrasmith, DMD
Associate Professor 
Clinic Director, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Dentistry 
Birmingham, AL
Dr. Warren Arrasmith, a native of Birmingham, Alabama, completed his 
undergraduate and dental education at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, 
AL. He received his DMD with honors and was elected to Omicron Kappa Upsilon 
(OKU) National Dental Honor Society. Following graduation, he served in the 
United States Air Force as a General Dental Officer at Clark Air Base during the 
Vietnam War. Upon completing his tour of duty, he attended the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), Birmingham, AL where he completed his 
residency in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.  He was fortunate to have been 
mentored by some of the best professors in the specialty including Dr. Charles 
“Scotty” McCallum, Dr. Charles Alling, and Dr. Victor Matukas.

Dr. Arrasmith spent 38 years in private practice in Birmingham, AL.  During 
that time, he served as the Chief of the Oral and Maxillofacial section at 

Baptist Medical Center Princeton and University of Alabama at Birmingham Medical West Hospitals. He also served 
on numerus hospital and operating room committees and participated in establishing hospital guidelines for Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery privileges. In the late 1990’s, he joined the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at 
the University Of Alabama School Of Dentistry as a part-time Adjunct Professor and in 2011 transitioned to a full-time 
Associate Professor position.

Dr. Arrasmith currently holds the Thomas W. Jones Endowed Professorship and recently received the UAB President’s 
Award for Excellence in Teaching. He serves as the Clinical Director of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Clinic and 
he is actively involved in the undergraduate dental education where he is the course master for several courses 
and co-course master for the Dental Hygienist Local Anesthesia Course. He serves on various School of Dentistry 
committees and is currently serving as Chair of the Faculty and Faculty Council and Chair of several Faculty Search 
Committees. He was previously the Chair of the Dean’s Leadership Council and is past President of the OKU National 
Dental Honor Society.

Dr. Arrasmith is also active in local, state, and national professional organizations. He is a past president of the 
Alabama Society of OMS, the Southeastern Society of OMS, and a delegate to the Alabama Dental Association and 
American Association of OMS. He currently serves as Recorder for the House of Delegates. He is also past president 
of the McCallum Alumni Association and he currently serves on the Executive Committee. He has served as an 
examiner for the State Board of Dentistry for office anesthesia evaluations. He is also active in local politics and 
attends AAOMS Day on the Hill annually.

Dr. Arrasmith was married for 52 years to Anne Arrasmith, who passed away 2 years ago. They have one daughter, 
Tyndall (Zachery), and two grandchildren, Ella and Waylon. He enjoys traveling, visiting family, reading, and spending 
time at his lake house in his spare time.



ACTIVITIES
The activities listed below are individually booked and are not 
SSOMS group functions. Book these activities through the Casa 
Marina concierge or directly with the facility.

DEEP SEA FISHING
The Florida Keys is one of the world’s top destinations for salt 
water fishing. Key West offers numerous fishing options and 
numerous fishing charter services. Flats fishing, back country, 
nearshore reef fishing, and deep sea fishing are available for full 
day, ¾ day and ½ day charters.  
 
Murray Marine is located about 5 miles from the Casa Marina 
Resort on Stock Island. The following captains fish out of 
Murray Marine and are highly recommended. They fish twin 
engine, center console boats that are about 30ft and perfect for 
nearshore and/or offshore fishing with 3-4 people. Some also 
have flats boats.  

Rates for a ½ day trip will be about $1,000 (not including tip.)
 
Rush Maltz  305-797-5060;  www.odysseyfishing.com
Alex Canalejo  305-797-5146;  www.showtimekeywest.com
Tony Murphy  305-293-1814;  www.keylimey.com
Mark Schmidt  305-797-4032; www.captainmarkschmidt.com
Steve Impallomeni  305-292-9837  
 
If you are interested in chartering a bigger boat with an 
enclosed cabin, Captain Jay Miller fishes a 42 ft sports fishing 
boat named Outer Limits that can fish 4-6 people. This boat is 
docked at Key West Bight Marina near Mallory Square. Captain 
Jay can be reached at 305-923-1043.
 
Captain John Jackson (305-923-3721) operates Reel Easy Charters 
out of Hurricane Hole Marina on Stock Island. He has a fleet of 
bay boats and flats boats that are perfect for nearshore fishing 
with 2-3 people. They also offer sunset Tarpon trips. Hurricane 
Hole Marina has an outdoor restaurant where you can have your 
catch cooked immediately after your trip.
 
We recommend that anyone interested in booking a fishing 
charter make reservations as soon as possible. This will be a 
busy time of the year and availability will be limited. If you have 
any questions regarding these captains or key West fishing, 
please call Dr. Jeff Wallen at 843-602-2216.

HOTEL-SPONSORED ACTIVITIES 
With the largest private beach on Key West, Casa Marina is 
the perfect destination for water sports and recreation during 
your Florida Keys family vacation. From scenic beaches to 
endless water sports, this classic beach resort features an 
entertaining array of activities for water lovers of all ages.

Activity options:
• Sailing
• Snorkeling @ Living Coral Reef
• Parasailing
• Banana Boat
• Water Trampoline
• Paddle-boarding
• Distillery Tour and Mojito Making Class
• Dolphin Watch
• Jet Ski Tour
• Kayaking Tour
• Spa Treatments
• Helicopter Tours

Click here for Casa Marina’s activity sheet. 
Please visit www.ssoms.org to download the activity sheet.

RESTAURANTS
Local restaurants will offer fantastic dining experiences! 
A list of local restaurants is available here at  
https://www.keywesttravelguide.com/dining/restaurants/ 
Please plan to make your reservations prior to arrival.

The New Hemingway Daiquiri
The Roost

Butter Poached Lobster Tail
A&B Lobster House

Oysters Rockefeller
Thirsty Mermaid

Key Lime Pie
Pepe’s Café



ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES
ERNEST HEMINGWAY HOME AND MUSEUM
The Hemingway home was built in 1851 in the Spanish 
Colonial style, and was constructed of native rock hewn from 
the grounds. The home was in great disrepair when it the 
Hemingways took ownership, but both Ernest and Pauline 
could see beyond the rubble and ruin, and appreciated the 
grand architecture and stateliness of the home. The massive 
restoration and remodeling they undertook in the early 1930’s 
turned the home into the National Historical Landmark that 
thousands of tourists visit and enjoy today. Take a leisurely 
stroll through the tranquil studio, home, and gardens where 
the late Nobel Prize winner was motivated to write novels. 
You’ll also see living descendants of the legendary original six-
toed cats! Guided tours are ongoing daily and you can browse 
through the museum as long as you like.

30-minute guided tours are $15 for adults, $6 for children 
6-12, free for children 5 and under. Persons under 16 MUST be 
accompanied by an adult 18 years or older. No reservations 
needed. Cash only.

MEL FISHER MARITIME MUSEUM
Mel Fisher was a dreamer, a visionary, a legend and most 
importantly, the World’s Greatest Treasure Hunter! The Mel 
Fisher Maritime Museum contains an extensive collection of 
artifacts from 17th century shipwrecks, such as the Henrietta 
Marie, Nuestra Señora de Atocha and Santa Margarita. The $450 
million dollar treasure cache was found on July 20, 1985. Over 
40 tons of silver and gold were located including over 100,000 
Spanish silver coins known as “Pieces of Eight”, gold coins, 
Columbian emeralds, silver and gold artifacts and over 1000 
silver bars. Admission is $16 for adults and $7 for children.

 
TRUMAN LITTLE WHITE HOUSE
A place where an array of leaders, legendary inventors, 
dignitaries, visionaries and many prestigious visitors were 
drawn to throughout its history, Key West’s Harry S. Truman 
Little White House holds a special place in the history of 
America. Constructed in 1890 to serve as the naval station’s 
command headquarters during the Spanish-American War, 
World War I and World War II, this historic site later became the 
second White House. A visit to the Truman Little White House 
treats you to a journey back to the era of Harry Truman and a 

view of many of his personal belongings. You’ll see where he 
and Bess lived and dined, original furnishings, personal effects 
and more. You’ll also see the rooms where Truman met with the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, worked on the Marshall Plan and wrote the 
Truman Doctrine. Admission is $22.52 for adults and $10.75 for 
children 5-12.

SOUTHERNMOST POINT
Key West is famous for being the southernmost city in the 
continental United States. When you visit, it’s essential that you 
make it to the southernmost point on the island, found at the 
intersection of Whitehead Street and South Street. Here, you’ll 
see the landmark Southernmost Buoy (a required photo opp) and 
a whole host of other “southernmost” attractions that make for 
a fun Key West afternoon. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
MALLORY SQUARE
Mallory Square is the center of Key West’s social and 
commercial life with restaurants, shops, theater, museums, 
live entertainment and the most spectacular sunsets to be 
found anywhere. It is located on the waterfront in Key West’s 
historic Old Town, adjacent to the cruise ship port and facing 
the Gulf of Mexico.

DUVAL STREET
Perhaps one of the most popular destinations on the island of 
Key West, Duval Street is the main drag of downtown, running 
north and south from the Gulf of Mexico to the Atlantic Ocean. 
Although it is not much more than a mile in length – this is 
where the heartbeat of the city comes to life with a diverse 
array of restaurants, shops, world famous pubs and attractions.Hemingway Home

Truman Little White House

Mallory Square

Mel Fisher Maritime Museum

Southernmost Point

Duval Street



OVERVIEW
Join us at the 71st SSOMS meeting and take in the scenery 
under shady palm trees while enjoying resort pools, spa 
treatments, deep-sea fishing, snorkeling, diving and more at 
Casa Marina Resort. Ideal accommodations for families, couples 
and solo vacationers make this resort in Florida a true treasure. 
Think traditional hospitality blended with contemporary style, 
with amenities including:

• Two sparkling outdoor pools with views of the Florida Keys
• Spa al Mare, offering massages, aromatherapy and other 
luxurious treatments
• Exhilarating water sports like scuba diving, deep-sea fishing, 
snorkeling and parasailing
• Rentals including bicycles, electric cars, kayaks and wave 
runners, plus access to boat charters

Spoil yourself with a mid-morning nap on the beach or by the 
oceanfront pools, before taking in luxurious spa treatments in 
the afternoon. Up for a fun evening out? Hop on a bicycle and 
head to the lively nightlife of Duval Street, or simply stay in and 
enjoy stunning views of the Florida Keys from your guest room.

Casa Marina
1500 Reynolds Street 
Key West, FL 33040

Hotel Accommodations:  There are several types of rooms to 
please everyone: 
• Guest room: $389.00
• Historic Flagler Bldg, Ocean view, no balcony: $439.00
• Ocean View with balcony: $499.00
• Pool/Partial Ocean 1 br. Suite King with balcony: $589.00

Please visit the website, follow the instructions and secure 
your room immediately. 

https://bit.ly/2Yik70b

or call 1-888-303-5717 and request special group rate using code: 
ZZSEO

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
To register for the meeting and all activities, please type the 
link into your browser and follow the directions.

https://www.123signup.com/register?id=rdhjt

The registration fee includes all scientific programs, breakfast, 
breaks, Wednesday and Thursday receptions, and Saturday beach 
party. Spouses are required to pay the registration fee, however 
if you are bringing an additional guest or children please see 
the registration form for individual tickets. Registration fees 
are: Member - $845, Spouse/Guest - $400, Non-Member - $945, 
Candidate - $845, Retired - $745.  If you have any questions, 
please email Melissa Connor at mconnor@pami.org, or call the 
administrative office at 770.271.0453.

OPENING RECEPTION
The opening reception will be held Wednesday, April 22 from 
6:30-8:00pm on the beach. 

SPOUSES PROGRAM 
Spouses are invited to join Kristin Pfeffle for breakfast and 
a juice bar at Sun Sun restaurant to learn about Lily Pulitzer 
and the inspiration for the beginning of her career. This will 
be followed by trolley transportation to the local Lilly Pulitzer 
boutique for a private champagne shopping experience. 
Registration required.

PAST PRESIDENTS’ ADVISORY MEETING
If you are a past president of SSOMS, we invite you to join us 
for Saturday morning at 7:00am. Registration required.

PRESIDENT’S BEACH PARTY
The President’s Reception will be held Saturday, April 25 
from 6:00pm to 7:00pm followed by the dinner, awards and 
entertainment.  Attire:  Beach wear

FRIDAY SUNSET CRUISE
Throughout Key West’s history, dramatic sunsets have 
weaved their spell over visitors. Experience an inspiring 2 
hour cruise giving you a front row seat to one of the most 
beautiful sunsets on earth. Includes bottomless beer, wine, 
Prosecco, soda, water and a selection of light hors d’oeuvres. 
Not to be missed! $50 per person (including children). 
Registration required. The SSOMS is paying a portion of the 
cost of this event. 

TRANSPORTATION
There are two ways to get to Key West: 1, fly directly to Key 
West Airport (limited flights; book early); or 2, fly to Miami, 
rent a car, and drive 4 hours through the beautiful Keys to Key 
West. If flying into Key West, passengers are only allowed 1 
checked bag and 1 carry-on. No exceptions. 

GOLF
Register for the Key West golf tournament at the Key West 
Golf Club. $140 per person. Departing from the hotel to the golf 
course at 1:00 or 1:30. Shotguns start at 2:00. Please make note 
of luggage restrictions if flying into Key West.  
Golf Chair: Chris Kahn, DMD

RESORT FEE: $18 
Includes a Key Lime welcome drink, in-room coffee service, 
wifi, pool and beach services, access to Casa Marina and Reach 
resort amenities including fitness center, beach volleyball, 
chess board, boccee ball court, outdoor pool table, pool toys, 
and fishing pier access.

DRY TORTUGAS
 This is the most popular tourist destination in Key West 
but it requires a full day. You can reach the island, located 
70 miles from Key West, by ferry, catamaran or plane.  Make 
arrangements in advance with the hotel concierge.

GENERAL INFORMATION


